A M E R I C ANCERAMICS

190 Vhlume 13, Number 2

Judy Moonelis

Johm Elder Gallery
New York, NY

As has often been noted, clay is a perfect
_-||£-'_.=.!:'-|'||_|:r for flesh, It iz such & visceral medi-
iim, 80 human, so earthbound. Judy Moonelis
has certainly capitalized on that fact in her
most recent work, modeling feet, hands, oars,
and heads. But her gubjeet is not the figure or
body art, Inatead her work is far more
abatract: the subject 15 memory.

Moonelis's “Memory Portraits” are taken from
ten with the words of the sitter erudely
seratched on the sculpture, For example,
incased on Memory Porfrand Ear (1 58-08) 13
year-old Terrence Brenner's comments “1
lan't feel like 'm |-r||i|'|-|_'. contained within
this bedy, There's memory out there, tes,” It
w with the viewer
What makes Moonelis's pieces so powerful iz
that although they are highly individual, the
impact iz univeraal and thus becomes personil
again, but this time to the viewer.,

Moonelizs handling of the medium supports
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this message. These pieces are naturalistic,
bt none of her modeling i precise to the
point of hyperrealism, The expressionism g

restrained—just as the Hves most of us lead,

e zeale = smaller than life-size, encournging
an intimate relationship to it, Color & surpris . 2
ll-'.'|.'. il‘lll--:'l.'ln', ginee it 18 not realistic or oweet Element (1998), 5" r 1572 15", l"l'".'.l'.
flamboyant. The muted eream, blush, and COPPMET, ITON, TOCK Sugar

Erthn

Lo |-!'-||..|-.'|I Iy eonvey the srdinar-
nesa of mast lives,

With vexeepiion of the portrait heads,
where the tone is deliberately mundane, these
Iptures have o strongly surreal quality
This is eleareat in Wheals (1086-958). An under
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seabed hand rests on a tirelesg bieyele wheel,
comnceted by tant and sensuously colored cop-
per cable to a chandelier mounted on the wall
This reinearnated object, with two hands

ke @ mandadn or per
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claspsed ut its center;, is
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[he expressive quality always presont in
WMooneliz's work, has peached o new !--|:|.I|-:'.
one that is well worth exploring.
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